Oxygen saturation during third molar removal with local anaesthetic alone and in combination with intravenous sedation.
Oxygen saturation was recorded in 96 adults undergoing removal of third molar teeth in the dental surgery. Half the patients received local anaesthetic alone; the remainder received, in addition, intravenous midazolam. Patients receiving sedation sustained the greatest falls in oxygen saturation. However, in 10 out of 48 patients undergoing third molar removal with LA alone, oxygen saturations in the range of 93-89% were recorded. The results of this study suggest that all patients undergoing removal of third molars are at risk of hypoxia. Short episodes of hypoxia may be of little consequence in healthy patients, but in compromised patients early detection may avoid serious complications.